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MISS  FLORENCE  RIDDER, 


A lineal  dcscentiant  of  Colonel  Manrice  Moore. 
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A PAPER  BY 

HON.  H.  G.  CONNOR 

READ  AT  ST.  PIIILirS  CEURCTI,  OLD  BEEInSWICK  ON  THE 
LOWER  CAPE  FEAR,  Jl^NE  6th,  1903. 


Madame  President , Ladies  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Da.rn.es, 
Ladies  and  GentJemen: 

For  TO  or  kind  court  esv,  hj  Tdiich  I am  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate ill  these  ceremonies,  I beg  to  express  rny  sincere 
thanks.  The  pleasure  nhicli  I jiave  is  marred  only  bv  the 
consciousness  that  I am  unable  to  discharge  worthily  the  duty 
which  I have  assumed.  The  invitation  so  kindly  suggested 
*a  personal  compliment,  coupled  with  a delicate  suggestion 
that  in  some  measure  it  is  appropriate  that  the  privilege  be 
extended  to* me  that  I could  not  liave  done  otherwise  than  ac- 
cept it  If  your  kindness  be  not  requited  as  it.  merits,  you 
must  remember  that  it  often  hapqjeiis  the  most  gTacious  deeds 
may  not  be  adequate!}'  rewarded  because  of  the  poverty 
of  the  recipient  rattier  than  want,  of  ap]>reciation.  Standing 
in  this  presence  and  upon  this  spot,  one  riclier  than  m}'self 
in  power  of  expression  and  in  knowledge  of  the  deeds  of  your 
forefathers,  might  well  feel  abashed.  When  I remember 
that  the  story  of  the  Cape  Fear,  its  heroes  and  their  brave 
deeds  have  enlisted  the  aifectionate  zeal,  the  scholarly  pens, 
the  eloquent  words  of  hir.  George  Flavis,  Col.  Alfred  M.  Wad- 
dell, T3r.  Edwin  A.  Aldennaii,  TIr.  James  Sprunt.  kir.  Eu- 
gene S.  klartin,  and  others,  I would  be  vain  indeed,  if  I were 
not  oppressed  with  a sense  of  my  inability  to  speak  as  tliey 
have  spoken.  Having  undertaken  the  task,  I shall  rely  upon 
the  courteous  consideration  and  generosity  for  wdiicli  the  men 
and  women  of  this  section  are  so  justly  famed,  to  shield  me 
from  hnrsh  criticism;  let  my  effort  l>e  measured  hy  the  spirit 
wdiich  prompts,  rather  than  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  per- 
formed. 

That,  those  always  fo^-emost  in  w'ell-cloing.  worthily  repre- 
senting an  ancestry  of  noble  men,  sliould  rjnee  in  each  year 
make  a pilgrimage  to  this  spot,  commemorate  tlie  lives  and 
.services  of  the  men  who  Imilded  these  w'alls  and  worshipped 
in  this  venerable  cluirch,  seems  to  me  a most  happy  thought 
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ai}d  a most  appropriate-  act.  With  reverential  deivotiou  to 
their  memories  yon  ‘‘romove  the  mosses  from  their  tomhs’^ 
and  erect  mommients  and  tablets  perpetuating  voiir  appre- 
ciatioTi  of  their  virtues  and  deeds. 

A reasonable,  generons,  loyal  pride  of  ancestry,  based, 
upon  a recognition  of  v/hat  one’s  ancestors  v:ere  and  v'hat 
they  did — one  not  ^^prompting  to  empty  boasting,  but  quick- 
ening every  generous  impulse  and  Stirling  the  purest 
ambition” — one,  by  wliicli  in  the  language  of  the  pre- 
amble of  your  Constitution,  ^'Successive  generations 
aivakejied  to  truer  patiiotism  and  aroused  to  nobler  endeavor 
by,  the  contemplation  of  their  forefathers” — such  a pride 
of  ancestry  develops,  fosters  and  perpetuates  tlie  noblest  at- 
tributes of  character.  Poor  indeed  are  any  people  who  have 
no  pride  in  the  past ; who  think  not  upon  the  days  of  old ; 
who  have  no  memories,  no  monuments;  wdio,  caring  naught 
for  w’hat  has  been,  care  little  for  what  will  be.  Bishop  Stubbs 
w'^isely  says : ‘^The  roots  of  the  present  lie  deep  in  the  past, 
and  nothing  in  the  past  is  dead  to  the  man  who  wmiild  learn 
how  the  present  came  to  wiiat  it  is.” 

There  is  danger  that  much  of  the  finer,  gentler,  and  there- 
fore stronger  qualities  of  our  men  and  w''omen  will  be  lost  in 
the  rushing,  bustling  life  of  these  days;  that  in  reaching’  forth 
for  the  material,  the  tangible  things  wdiicli  minister  to  our 
present  pleasure,  we  may  lose  the  taste  and  desire  for  those 
things  which  minister  to  the  higher,  truer,  finer  parts  of 
the  nature.  It  is  wmli,  therefore,  tlrat  at  tit  times  and  at 
appro])riate  places  we  tarry  for  a season  to  refresh  our  minds 
and  hearts  with  a love  and  devotion  for  the  past  and  its  mem- 
ories, to  learn  the  lesson  wiiich  they  teach.  May  w’e  not  hope 
that  in  the  days  to  come,  Avhen  wm  shall  have  been  gathered 
to  onr  fathers,  those  wiio  come  after  ns  may  visit  this  spot, 
read  wPat  is  recorded  on  this  tablet  and  speak  of  wPat  is  done 
here  this  day  as  a memorial  to  us? 

It  has  Ix^en  wisely  said  tliat  the  home  of  a good,  true  man, 
the  place  where  he  has  wrought  his  life  work,  from  w’hich  he 
has  gone  in  and  out  among  his  fellows,  is  a sacred  spot,  and 
to  those  of  his  owm  home  and  kindred,  consecrated  gi’ound. 
So,  in  a larger  sense,  the  spot  upon  wdiich  men  have  vrrought 
good  and  brave  deeds  for  the  welfare  of  their  State  and  Coim- 
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try,  vrliere  in  counsel  or  eontlict  tliey  have  made  or  defended 
institutions  and  laws,  establishing  and  preserving  liberty, 
petice  and  liappiness,  should  be  set  apart  and  marked  by  mon- 
uinents  and  tablets. 

In  the  year  1S55,  tliat  learned  lawyer,  elegant  scholar  and 
noble  gentleman,  kir.  George  Jdavis,  said,  ‘'The  Cape  Fear 
Conntry  has  never  had  a liistorian.  Its  public  records  are 
meagre  and  barren.  Its  ynlvate  records,  once  rich  and  fruit- 
ful sources  of  history,  have  become  mutilated  and  impaired 
by  the  di^'ision  and  emigration  of  families.'’  The  able  and 
interesting  address  containing  these  words  has  inspired  the 
men  and  women  of  tlie  Cape  Fear  to  remove  the  reproach  of 
which  theii’  di>tingui shed . citizen  then  complained.  Loyal 
sons  of  the  Capo  Fear,  aroused  by  his  appeal,  have  done  much 
to  ’’pluck  av'ay  the  mosses  which  had  gathered  upon  the  tombs 
of  their  illustrious  dead.’’  The  honored  mayor  of  Wilmiiig- 
tom  a loyal  and  talented  descendant  of  the  most  illustrious 
of  the  patriots  of  17dG--i770,  has  set  forth  in  “A  Colonial 
(Itricer  and  His  Times,”  the  virtues,  talents  and  services  of 
Col.  Hugh  Waddell. 

Dr.  Edwin  A.  Alderman,  a gifted  and  distinguished  na- 
tive of  the  Cape  Fear  C’ity,  has,  in  his  ’’Life  and  Character  of 
)Villiam  Hoo]:)er’’ — ’”The  pu’ophet  of  American  In<lepen- 
dence’’ — made  a most  valuable  and  instructive  contribution 
to  the  history  of  tlie  men  and  times  of  Colonkd  Cai'olina. 

In  his  ‘’lufe  and  Correspondence  of  dames  Iredell,”  ]\lr. 
Crilfitli  J.  I\IcHce  has  written  the  best  biography  yet  produced 
ill  this  State. 

kFr.  James  Spnrnt,  one  of  your  most  patriotic,  successful 
and  scholarly  citizens,  has,  in  liis  “Wotes  of  a Colonial  Plan- 
tation,” opened  and  developed  a rich  mine  of  historical 
material. 

The  monumental  work  of  that  sturdy,  liberty  loving  son 
of  Aorth  Ckirolina,  Col.  William  L.  Saunders,  by  vdiicli,  as 
Col.  Waddell  says,  ‘‘He  came  beyond  all  comparison  the  best 
infonned  man  nrion  our  Colonial  History  that  ever  lived,” 
contains  a “Afasterfnl  presentation  of  the  trials  and  struggles 
of  our  forefathers,  and  a glorious  vindication  of  them  against 
the  liistorical  scavengers  who  have  sought  to  defame  them.” 
Col.  Waddell,  speaking  in  glowing,  yet  truthful  eulogy  of  liis 
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friend  and  Ids  ^yoi%  says  of  the  Colonial  Eecords,  ‘‘It  is  a 
grear  reservoir  uf  facts,  from  Vvdiicli  all  must  dravs  avLlo  Vv’ould 
write  acenrately  and  tnitlifnlly  the  history  of  the  lirst  cen- 
tury of  our  colonization.  It  was  done  hy  a true  and  loving 
hand,  under  tlie  ins])iration  of  a brave  and  Icwal  heart. 

In  the  lo]ig  list  of  loyal  Sfuis  wlio  have  loved  ajid  served 
Xortli  Carolina  and  contidhiited  to  licr  lionor,  glory  and 
’welfare,  none  more  deserves  grateful  remembrance  than  Col. 
AVilliam  J..  Saunders. 

The  ’‘Historical  .Addresses”  delivered  on  this  spot,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Soei(‘ty  of  Colonial  Dames,  contain  val- 
uable data  for  the  future  historian. 

In  the  introduction  of  Ho.  1 of  the  “James  Spriint  His- 
torical JIonogra}>hs,''  Dr.  Kemp  P.  Battle  says,  “By  the 
generosity  of  Jlr.  S])runt  of  Wilmington,  the  University  is 
enabled  to  l>egin  a work  which  we  are  confident  will  be  ap- 
preciated by  the  enlightened  peo])le  of  the  State.  “This  is 
the  I'criodical  [uddication  of  monogTaphs  clesigmed  to  eluci- 
date the  liistory  of  Xorth  Cai'olina.”  I'he  puldications 
'^vhiich  have  Ixnn  prej>ared  during  the  last  year  entitled  “Great 
Events  in  Korrh  Cdirolina  History”  are  charming  in  style  and 
i n r en  s e ly  i n t C‘  re  s t i n g. 

The  venerable  and  veteran  editor  and  seer  of  the  Albemarle, 
Col.  K.  B.  Creecy,  has  given  us  in  his  delightful  “Tales  of  a 
Gramlfather”  ‘a  valuable  collection  of  memories,  and  pen 
]>ietures  of  the  men  of  tlie  past  in  the  Albemarle  Section, 
who  have  shed  lustre  upon  that  region  so  prolific  of  great  men 
and  stirring  events  in  the  Colonial  period  of  our  history. 

Dr.  Bassett,  Professoj*  of  History  in  Trinity  College,  is  a 
most  Iwing  and  zealous  devotee  to  the  study  and  v/ritiiig  of 
our  early  history.  The  “Archive”  is  filled  wuth  wmrk  of  a 
high  order  of  merit,  I w’ould  not  fail  to  recall  the  valuable 
work  of  Dr.  Stephen  B.  AVeeks  in  his  chosen  field  of  historical 
investigation.  ]\rr.  Alarshall  DeLancey  Haywood  of  Kaleigh 
has  given  us  some  very  valuable  monographs  and  w’ill  soon 
c(nii])lete  and  publish  a history  of  the  administration  of  Gov- 
ernor Try  on. 

Capt  Samuel  A.  Ashe,  who  in  his  untiring  and  unselfish 
devotion  and  service  to  tlie  State,  illustrates  and  perpetuates 
the  virtues  of  a long  line  of  distinguished  ancestors,  I am 
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assured  has  in  liand  and  will  coni]>lete  a liistory  of  Xorth 
Carolina.  Tliat  the-  work  ''.vill  be  u/oriliy  of  the  State  is  as- 
sured by  tlie  established  reputation  of  the  author. 

i\[r.  Davis,  in  his  address  from  which  I have  quoted,  sjteak- 
ing'  of  the  ])urposc  which  inspired  him.  says,  ”lMy  singde  de- 
sire is  to  awaken  a neAv  interest  in  her  early  history.*’  If  the 
wise  and  good,  vrho  rest  from  their  lalxtrs,  are  ])ermitted  to 
have  knrotdedge  of  tlte  fruits  of  their  service  while  here,  we 
may  be  assured  that  the  great,  warm,  loving  heart  of  yotir 
de].)arted  citizen  and  friend  is  filled  Avitli  joy  that  his  labors 
to  re-cue  the  memtnw  of  his  forefathers  from  forgetfulness 
were  not  in  vain. 

The  storv  of  the  social  and  domestic  life  of  the  men  of 
the  Cape  Fear,  of  their  liberal  hospitality,  their  happy  homes, 
elegant  manners,  rich  and  rare  conversation,  fertile  lands, 
their  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage  has  been  most  interest- 
ingly told  by  their  descendants,  ktr.  Davis  describes  them 
as,  “Gentlemen  of  birth  and  education,  bred  in  the  refinement 
of  polished  society,  bringing  with  them  ample  fortunes,  gen- 
tle maimers  and  cultivated  minds,  hlost  of  them  united  by 
ties  of  b'lood,  and  all  by  those  of  friendship,  tliey  came  as  one 
household,  sufficient  unto  themselves,  and  reared  their  family 
altars  in  peace  and  happn'ness.  The  kloores,  Vfaddells  and 
their  associates  were  soon  joined  by  men  of  note  from  all 
quarters,  who  came  to  swell  their  niimlx^rs.  From  Chowan 
came  fine  distinguished  lawyer,  Samuel  Swann,  and  his  broth- 
er; John  Edward  kloseley,  the  President  of  the  Council,  and 
his  kinsman,  young  Alexander  Lillington;  John  Baptista 
Ashe  and  Cornelius  Harnett,  the  elder.  From  Boston  came 
William  Hill,  William  Hooper,  and  General  Thomas  Clark; 
from  South  Carolina,  came  Chief  Justice  Allen  and  William 
Dry,  the  elder;  from  Ireland,  Archibald  MacFaine;  from 
Liverp<x>l,  the  Eagles;  from  London,  the  Quincies;  and 
here  came  dohn  Bussell,  and  Bolaert  Holton  and  Annand 
DeBossett,  Col.  Jones,  Col.  Jlcrrick,  the  Claytons  and  Buth- 
eiTords,  the  Bices,  the  Bowans,  the  Watters  and  a host  of 
others.’’  The  virtues,  courage  and  loyalty  of  these  men  and 
their  descendants  at  all  periods  of  Xorth  Carolina  history 
and  in  all  departments  of  life  and  work  have  enriched  the 
annals  of  the  State.  Whenever  cliartered  rights  were  en- 
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tlaiigevc'd  by  tlie  assuiriptioii  or  abuse  of  power;  whenever 
Bririsli  aggression  threatened  the  liberties  of  the  people,  they 
were  tlie  foremost  to  resist  openly  and  forcibly.  Vfhen  new 
conditions  deiminded  wise  and  safe  counsel,  these  men  rvere 
the  wisest.  When  new  political  institutions  resulting  from 
neu'  jiolitical  conditions  became  necessary,  these  men  were 
among  the  leaders  in  the  work.  When  battles  were  to  l:e 
fought,  invaders  repelled,  succor  to  neighboring  people  to  be 
reuderod,  tlie  men  of  the  Cape  Fear  were  ready  and  prompt 
to  discharge  every  duty. 

Truly  Al.adame  President  and  ladies  of  the  Cape  Fear,  you 
ami  your  sisters  in  other  sections  of  tlie  State  have  good  cause 
to  associate  yajurselves  together  to  do  honor  to  the  virtues  of 
your  forefathers,  and  to  encourage  all  who  come  under  your 
influence  to  true  patriotism,  built  upon  tlie  knowledge  of 
tlie  self-sacrihce  and  lieroism  of  the  men  of  the  colonies  who 
laid  the  fonndation  of  this  great  nation, 

I have  thought  it  would  be  instructive  and  interesting  to 
devote  the  half  hour  assigned  me  on  your  ]irogram  to  a study 
of  tlie  moti\'es  which  moved  and  controlled  the  leaders  in 
this  section  and  their  associated  Colonists  in  Eastern  Carolina 
in  rheir  struggle  Avitli  the  mother  conntry  which  resulted  in 
tlie  revr.lution  of  1776. 

That  which  gives  interest  and  pennanent  value  to  the  strug- 
gle of  patriotic  men  against  assumed  or  abused  political  ]iower 
resuliing  in  I'ovolution,  change  of  dynasty  r>r  of  institutions, 
is  its  connection  with  and  expression  of  fundamental  princi- 
jhiCS  and  strong  political  convictions.  There  is  hut  a tran-  — 
sieiit  interest  in  mere  ii]iheavals  of  men  struggling  for  tem- 
porary supremacy.  These  are  the  results  of  factional  divis- 
ions, having  no  rational  conrse  and  no  permanent  interest. 
They  are  incident  to  all  communities  in  their  laeginnings. 
Alen  devoted  to  the  institutions  and  laws  of  their  conntry, 
})rond  uf  iis  past,  its  military  and  civic  glory,  are,  because  of 
such  devotion  and  loynilty,  based  upon  an  intelligent  nnder- 
staiid.ing  of  the  laws  and  their  value,  always  most  jealous  of 
the  slightest  invasion  of  their  riglits.  These  are  the  men 
v.’ho  are  tirst  to  enter  and  the  last  to  abandon  the  contest. 
Snell  are  the  men  \vliose  deeds  you  are  here  to  celebrate  and 
commemorate.  It  veas  because  John  Ashe  and  Hugh  Wad- 
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dell  'svere  men  of  this  sort  that  ^vhere  we  iiovv^  stand  ‘Svas  the 
scene  of  the  first  armed  resistance  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  any 
American  Colonyd^  It  was  here  that  those  citizen  soldiers 
‘‘defied  the  povrer  of  Great  Britain’'  and  prevented  the  land- 
ing of  stamps  from  her  ships  of  war  November  28,  17G5. 
They  declared  that  they  would  resist  the  landing  of  stamps 
and  would  fire  on  any  one  attempting  it. 

The  first  charter  granted  by  Charles  II  to  the  Lords  Pro- 
prietors of  Carolina,  among  otlier  provisions,  contains  these 
rvords,  “And  to  the  end  the  said  province  may  be  more  rapidly 
increased  by  tlie  mnltittide  of  pe^rple  resorting  thereto  *''* 
* A “ We  do  give  and  grant  and  by  these  presents 
as  likewise  all  liberties,  franchises  and  privileges  of  this  onr 
kingdom  of  England  and  all  other  of  onr  Dominion  aforesaid 
and  tliey  may  full}'  and  wfidely  have,  possess  and  enjoy  as  our 
liege  people,  born  williin  the  same.  " * * Any  statute, 

act,  urdinancc  or  })rovision  to  the  contrary  notvrithstancling.” 
In  the  edition  of  1S5I  of  Bancroft’s  History  (voL  2,  page 
150)  we  find  tliese  words,  “Arc  there  any  v/ho  doubt  man’s 
ca])acity  for  self-government,  let  them  study  the  history  of 
Xorth  Carolina.”  In  the  edition  1876,  (voL  I,  page  594) 
these  words  are  omitted.  This  fact  in  no  degree  afiWts  their 
truth.  The  controversies  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  the 
colon}'  and  filled  the  letters  of  the  Poyal  Govemors  with  com- 
plaints of  tlie  Colonists,  resulted  from  misgovermnent  and  un- 
warranted interference  with  the  people’s  chartered  rights. 

The  second  charter  contained  the  same  provisions.  As  a 
result,  in  1766,  when  the  British  Parliament  enacted  the 
Stamp  Act,  the  men  of  the  Albemarle  and  of  the  Cape  Fear 
well  understood  its  significance  and  the  issue  presented  to 
them.  They  then,  as  always,  insisted  that  the  “liberties, 
franchises  and  privileges  of  Englishmen,  claimed  and  en- 
joyed as  a matter  of  right  by  our  ancestors,  belonged  to  them, 
because  tliey  were  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  all  of  whom  were 
guaranteed  the  rights  of  Englishmen  by  their  charter.  “In 
like  manner  as  St.  Paul  boasted  of  the  vantage  he  occupied 
by  right  of  his  Ponian  citizenship,  so  our  ancestors  claimed 
as  inhabitants  of  Carolina  they,  too,  occupied  a vantage 
ground  peculiarly  tlieir  own,  and  of  which  they  could  not  l>e 
lawfully  deprived  without  their  consent.” 
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IvCiistance  to  the  enforcenient  of  the  Stamp  Act  vcas  based 
entirely  upon  tlie  gTonnd  that  it  T\'as  an  invasion  of  their 
charter,  which  secured  to  them  the  exclnsive  light  to  tax  them- 
selves. ‘’Five  times  l>efore  the  storm  of  revolution  swept 
o\mr  the  State,  the  seli-uilled  and  pow'er  hating  lawyers  of 
ATortli  Carolina  had  anticipated  Bunker  Hill  and  Lexington 
and  their  own  Al.ecklenburg  in  their  vrillingness  to  die  in 
behalf  of  tlie  abstract  idea  of  local  self  government.  Their 
motives  were  not  commercial  ; no  ships  rotted  in  their  har- 
bors; they  had  no  niauiifactures  to  languish,  no  carrying  trade 
to  be  mined.  Their  condnct  was  simply  a pure  and  priceless 
demonstration  of  the  political  genius  and  self  governing  pas- 
sion of  the  Anglo  Saxon  race.*’  It  is  this  truth  wliieli  gives 
to  Carolina  its  absorbing  and  permanent  interest.  It  is  the 
further  trnth  that  at  all  times  the  same  spirit,  ‘hhe  same  po- 
litical genius  and  self-governing  passion”  has  asserted  itself. 
Is  or  til  Carolina,  fi-om  tlie  days  of  xVslie,  Harvey,  Vdaddeli, 
Ilevms,  Iredell,  hloore  and  their  associates,  to  this  hour  has 
iiever  entered  into  a contest  in  the  field  or  the  forum  ignorant 
of  the  right,  to  he  defendeil  or  the  wrong  to  H redressed.  Tlie 
criAs  of  1766  passed  by  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  Xo 
Stamps  vrere  landed  or  circulated  on  Horth  Cai'olina  soil. 
‘'The  issue  was  again  presented  in  1T73-T-L”  From  that 
time  to  1776  five  provincial  congresses  called  by  her  citizens 
met  within  tlie  borders  of  the  State.  Lmmoved  by  consid- 
erations of  loss  or  gain,  with  British  fleets  hovering  oif  her 
coasts,  and  sixteen  hundred  Tories  gathering  their  clans  for 
battle  in  her  very  heart,  the  men  of  Xorth  Carolina,  with 
serene  and  patient  wisdom,  guided  throngh  the  successive 
stage  of  self  defense,  relxdlion,  provisional  govenmieut  and 
statehood.  There  was  haste  a plenty,  but  no  eonfnsif>n,  no 
anarchy,  no  lawlessness.  Xo  detail  of  administration  escap- 
ed their  notice.  Xo  adjustment  of  power  to  liberty  remained 
nngaiarded.  Xo  question  c^f  hiiman  rights  went  iindiscnssed. 
With  a clear  coneurrent  purpose  begotten  of  great  fortitude 
and  love,  these  fearless,  practical,  level-eyed  men  perfonn- 
ed  a civic  duty  and  submitted  their  work  to  the  ‘‘ratification 
of  remote  generations.” 

Tlie  Colonists  constantly  maintained  an<l  adhered  to  two 
great  cardinal  principles;  First  they  relied  upon  the  known 
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aud  iincliangiTig  text  of  written  law,  ^*'Oiir  cliarter  still  sub- 
sists'' was  tlieir  slo<t>m  from  start  to  finish,  from  the  first 
royal  governor  to  the  last.  Seeond,  that  whenever  in  their 
opinion  speecli  v/as  exhausted  and  force  necessary,  they  hesi- 
tated not  to  use  violence  to  enforce  their  chartered  rights,  and 
to  prevent  their  infringeinent. 

The  Legislature,  tvhich  met  on  the  4th  of  December,  1773, 
appointed  a conimittee  to  gain  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the 
proceedings  in  Parliament  in  regard  to  America,  and  to  main- 
tain correspondence  with  the  other  colonies.  The  Governor, 
foreseeing  the  resnlt  of  a concert  of  action,  determined  to  pre- 
vent Aorth  Carolina’s  being  represented  in  any  Colonial  Con- 
gress that  mighr,  be  called.  The  de]>ntics  to  sueb  bodies  bad 
always  been  elected  hy  tlie  Legislatures;  lienee  the  G-overnor, 
that  he  might  keep  matters  in  his  own  hands,  dissolved  the 
Assembly  alid  determined  that  it  should  not  assemble  again 
until  matters  were  in  better  shape.  When  this  w'as  communi- 
cated to  John  Harvey,  then  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  be 
replied,  ‘When  the  people  will  coiwene  one  themselves.'’'  He 
cemferred  Avitli  Wiley  Jones,  at  Halifax,  and  with  Samuel 
Jolinston  and  Colonel  Buncombe,  at  the  home  of  the  latter 
in  Tyrrell  County.  We  find  that  on  July  24,  1774,  a general 
Tneetiiig  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Wulmington,  in  the  Province 
of  Worth  Carolina,  Avas  held  in  the  tOAcn  of  Wilmington. 
At  this  meeting,  William  Hooper  presided.  It  Avas  resolved, 
‘HTiat  Col.  dames  dl.oore,  John  Ancnim,  Fred  Jones,  Samuel 
Ashe,  Polxu't  Hogg:,  Pobert  Howe,Praneis  Clayton  and  Archi- 
bald dIacT.aine  should  be  advised  to  prepare  a circular  letter 
to  tlie  scAmral  counties  of  their  province,  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  Avith  respect  to  the 
scATral  acts  of  Parliament  lately  made  for  the  oppression  of 
our  sister  colony  of  the  dlassachusetts  Bay,  for  having  exerted 
itself  in  defense  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  America.’'’ 

Other  resolutions  breathing  the  same  spirit  and  setting 
forth  their  purposes  Avere  adopted.  They  Avere  not  content 
with  mere  expression  of  sympathy,  but  showed  forth  their 
faith  by  tbeir  Avorks  aud  declared,  consider  tlie  cause  of 
the  tOAvn  of  Boston  as  the  common  cause  of  British  America, 
and  as  suffering  in  defense  of  die  colonies  in  general : and  that, 
therefore,  wo  lia\'e  sent  in  proportion  to  our  ability  a supply 
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of  provisions  for  tlie  inclipent  of  that  place/'^  This  committee 
at  once  prepcared  and  sent  to  the  freeholders  of  Craven  Conntv 
a letter  cnclosiiig-  the  resolntions  and  inviting  them  to  elect  del- 
egates to  represent  them  at  a CongTess  to  be  held  on  August 
20ih.  This  letter  concludes  vutli  tliese  words,  'TVe  rely 
upon  your  sending  an  immediate  answer  to^  these  our  pro- 
posals, and  wishing  you  success  in  all  your  efforts  for  the 
support  of  tJie  Constitutional  liberties  of  American’  It  is 
interesting  to  note  tliat  in  every  declaration  made  by  these 
dear-minded,  ‘“level-eyed”  men,  it  is  their  “‘Constitutional 
liberties”  they  are  defending.  The  freeholders  of  other  Coun- 
ties met  and  adoptedL  resolntions  of  a similar  character. 

Governor  dilartin,  on  August  13th,  issued  a proclamation, 
in  Avliich  he  did  “strictly  require  and  enjoin  on  their  alle- 
giance all  and  every  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects  to  forbear  to  at- 
tend at  any  such  illegal  meetings.”  Tv'o  days  afterwards 
the  freeholders  of  Pitt  County  met  and  resolved  “that  John 
Siujpson  and  Edward  Cotton  attend  at  a convention  of  this 
province.”  They  were  instrucxed  to  a “declaration  of  Amer- 
ican rights.”  They  declared,  ^dt  is  the  first  lavr  of  British 
law  and  legislation  that  no  man  can  be  taxed  but  by  his  ovm 
consent  oi’  by  his  legal  representatives.”  These  men  spoke 
as  if  they  liad  teamed  the  rights  of  Englishmen  from  him 
whose  great  name  their  county  bore.  The  freeholders  of 
Johnston  Cotinty  on  the  same  day  met  and  declared,  “‘Tliat 
his  Majesty’s  subjects  in  America,  are  entitled  to  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  that  his  subjects  in  the  kingdom  are,” 
and  “that  it  is  repngTiant  to-  the  rights  of  the  jieople  that  any 
tax  should  be  imposed  on  them  without  their  consent  or  the 
consent  of  those  Avho  pro],xudy  represent  them.”  On  the  same 
day  the  freemen  of  Granville  met  and  set  forth  the  great  fun- 
damental political  truth  ‘Jhat  by  the  civil  compact  subsisting 
betirecn  our  hing  and  his  people,  allegiance  is  the  right  of 
the  first  magistrate  and  ])rotection  the  right  of  the  people.” 
They  furiher  resolved  that  ^“Ilis  klajesty’s  subjects  living 
in  America,  have  either  by  inheritance  or  by  purchase — all 
and  singular  the  rights,  lilxrties  and  immunities  claimed  by 
their  British  ancestors,  and  entitled  to  the  privileges  granted 
to  tliem  hy  their  respective  provincial  charters;  that  the  sole 
right  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  of  America  is  constitu- 
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WILI.IAM  HOOPER, 

OK  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Si^mr  to  trie  Dcciaraiion  of  Independence. 

Born  at  Boston  the  17th  Day  of  June,  1742. 

Died  and  was  buried  at  Hillsboro,  X.  <J.,  October,  1790. 
Removed  to  <.‘>ui!ford  Battle  Ground.  April  25,  180,4. 

Generously  contributed  Viy  James  Stevenson  Hooper,  a Iiuea!  de.scendaut. 
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iionally  vested  in  tlie  representative  provincial  assemblies.'" 
As  indicating  the  broad  patriotic  S"|drit  which  constrained 
these  men  arid  their  deterinination  to  subordinate  all  thina’s 
to  the  vindication  and  defense  of  tlieii  chaitered  rights,  we 
find  them  declaring,  "that  for  the  common  good,  every  dift'er- 
ence,  division,  ]>arty  and  faction,  and  the  cause  thereof  siib- 
•side ; tliat  peace,  unanimity  and  concord  subsist  throughout 
this  province.'’ 

On  the  25tli  day  of  August,  177d,  the  Council  met  at  Xew 
Bern.  The  Governor’s  proclamation  had  been  disregarded 
and  he  sigriincd  to  the  Board  that  "tliis  day  is  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  certain  ])ersons,  called  deputies  from  several 
counties  and  toviis  of  the  province  at  this  place,  and  that 
many  of  them  had  come  to  town  and  he  desired  tlie  advice 
of  the  Council  whether  he  should  take  any  further  measures 
than  those  he  Itad  taken,  vdien  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
that  no  further  steps  could  properly  be  taken  at  this  jiinc- 
tiire.’'’  It  is  evident  that  the  fYjuncil  better  understood  the 
temper  of  the  people  than  did  their  royal  Governor.  The 
Convention  met  on  the  same  day.  Among  the  deputies  were 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  Province.  From  Brunswick 
came  Bolx?rt  Howe;  from  Craven,  Bichard  Cogdell ; from 
Chowan,  Samucd  Johnston:  from  Chatham.  Bichard  Caswell; 
from  Duplin,  James  Kenan  and  'William  Dixon;  from  Gran- 
ville, Thomas  Iverson  ; from  Halifax,  Kicholas  I.ong  and  7Vil- 
iiam  Jones:  from  Kew  Hanover,  John  Ashe  and  William 
Hooper;  from  Onslow,  John  Harvey;  from  Kew  Bern,  Abner 
Hash;  from  Edenton,  Joseph  Hewes.  John  Harvey  was 
unanimously  elected  J[oderator.  On  the  27th  day  of  August 
the  Convention  set  forth  in  a series  of  resolutions,  its  ojhnion 
and  position  upon  the  questions  and  conditions  whicli  had 
brought  it  into  existence.  These  resolutions  give  prominence 
to  two  trntlis ; First,  "That  we  claim  no  more  rights  than 
the  rights  of  Englishmen  without  diminution  or  abridge- 
ment.’’ Second,  "That  it  is  of  the  veiw  essence  of  the  loritish 
Constitution  tliat  no  subject  shall  be  taxed  without  his  own 
consent,  freely  given  by  himself,  or  by  his  legal  representa- 
tives, * * “ * and  that  any  other  than  such  is  derog- 

atory to  the  riglits  of  a subject  and  a gmss  violation  to  the 
g-rand  charter  of  our  liHrties.”  William  HcK^per,  Joseph 
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llewes  and  Eichard  CasAvell  were  ap]x>inted  deputies  to  at- 
tend the  General  Congress,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia.  The 
resolurions  were  signed  by  the  Moderator  and  each  deputy. 
Provision  was  made  for  convening  the  CongTess  by  the  Mod- 
erator, or,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  by  Sarauel  J ohnston. 

Governor  hlartiii,  in  his  letter  to  tlie  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
says:  ‘’The  hrst  intimation  I received,  except  from  vague 
rumor,  of  tlie  measures  taken  lately  here  was  from  the  en- 
closed printe<l  letter  of  a Committee  at  Ahhlniimho'^'i  to  the 
freeholders  of  Craven  County.’^  In  this  very  interesting 
letter  the  irate  Governor  roundly  scores  liis  Council,  for  that 
although  invited  to  reside  at  his  house,  and  hold  ^‘themselves 
abstracted  from  the  Deputies”  they  mixed  with  the  memhei’S 
of  this  ‘‘Cabal.”  He  excepts  klr.  President  Hassell,  vdio  he 
says  acquitted  himsolf  like  ‘‘a  true  and  worthy  man.”’  He 
says  tliat  while  he  thinks  Mr.  Caswell  ‘‘disapproves  of  these 
measures  in  his  heart  and  nndertakes  this  office  purely  for 
the  sake  of  maintaiuiug  his  popularity  the  other 

two  are  professed  champions  of  all  popular  measui*es.”  TCiiat- 
ever  foundation  there  may  have  been  for  Governor  klartin's 
0]union  that  Z\Ir.  Caswell  disapproved  of  these  measures, 
we  hud  that  he  "'set  out  from  the  Eed  House,  Sept.  3d.  1774, 
for  Philadelphia,”  and  made  an  interesting  ‘‘itinerary,”’ 
reaching  there  on  the  25tb  day  of  the  month.  He  notes  that 
at  a banquet  at  the  State  House  thirty-two  toasts  were  drunk, 
setting  them  ont  in  fnll.  They  are  quite  interesting  as  indi- 
cating the  largn  capacity  of  these  patriots  for  enjoying  the 
good  things  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  give  expression  to 
their  political  ojunions  and  ])iirposes.  Andrew  Miller,  in 
a letter  to  Thomas  Burke,  Sept.  4th,  1774,  says:  fancy 

that  I have  seen  a copy  of  the  provincial  resolves.  I am  told 
that  they  are  drawn  by  Mr.  Hooper.”  ^‘Tt  was  resolved  tliat 
a committee  of  five  persons  be  appointed  in  each  counts'  to 
accede  to  this  Association,  to  take  effectual  care  that  these 
resolutions  he  properly  observed,  and  to  correspond  occasion- 
ally with  the  provincial  emnmittee.”  Pursuant  to  these  res- 
olutions, Committees  of  Safety  were  appointed  by  tlie  several 
counties. 

At  a mieeting  of  the  free  holders  in  the  Court  House  at 
Wilmington  on  Xoveniber  23rd,  1774,  they  nnanimouslw 
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elected  Conieiius  Ilarnet,  John  Quince,  Francis  Cdayton, 
William  Jloopcr,  Archibald  MacLaine,  John  Roberson  and 
James  Walker.  The  record  of  the  proceeding'  of  this  coni- 
inirtee  gives  us  an  accurate  and  graphic  account  of  the  state 
of  mind,  the  patriotic  purposes  and  the  invincible  deterinina- 
tion  of  tlic  men  of  tliis  section  "To  give  an  nnanimons  adhesion 
to  the  resolutions  and  advice  of  their^reiJi;e^iAiWves  in  the 
late  General  Conference.’^  1.6ob6o5 

On  January  2 1-,  1775,  the  Committee  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  a committee  for  the  county  to  join  and 
co-operate  with  the  Committee  of  the  town.  They  chose 
George  Jl.  Jloore,  John  Ashe,  Sainnel  Ashe,  James  Jloore, 
Alexander  Lillington,  Timothy  Bloodworth,  John  and  Thom- 
a*s  Devane  and  others.  At  this  time  they  decided  to  have 
stated  monthly  meetings.  It  clearly  appears,  that,  althoiigli 
there  existed  in  the  Province  an  organized  government  with 
a Royal  Governor  at  its  head,  the  real  power,  recognized  and 
obeyed,  was  in  those  Committees  of  Safety. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  call  your  attention  to  their  mode 
of  procedure  and  to  the  variety  of  subjects  of  wiiich  they  took 
cognizance.  A proposed  horse  race  rvas  at  tlieir  suggestion 
abandoned,  "as  being  subversive  of  the  said  association  and 
a breacli  of  the  resr)lves  of  the  General  Assembly.*’  Jlr.  iVil- 
liam  Hill,  being  addressed  concerning  the  tea  brought  into 
port  by  the  "Sally,”  aiiswem,  "The  safety  of  die  people  is, 
or  ought  to  lx?,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  wull  judge  v/lietlier  this  laiv  or  an  Act  of 
Parliament  should  at  this  time  operate  in  Xortli  Carolina.” 
Wr.  Wabsoii  is  notified  that  the  Committee  have  resolved  that 
‘All  slaves  im|>orted  into  tliis  river  since  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber siiall  be  resliipped  to  the  places  where  they  came  from 
as  soon  as  possible.”  The  merchants  of  Wilmington,  masters 
of  vessels  and  traders  are  notified  if  they  have  gunpowoicr  on 
hand  tliey  will  cease  to  make  sale  thereof  until  informed 
by  the  Committee.  Jlr.  Swann  and  Jlr,  RoDutson  made  re- 
port to  the  Committee  that  all  persons  applied  to  had  complied 
with  the  request,  except  Jlr.  Burg^wyn,  whose  answer  ^‘ap- 
pears to  l:>e  evasive.”  The  Committee  declared  that  Jlr.  Bur- 
gwyii’s  answer  wuis  unsatisfactory  and  that  he  have  notice 
of  it.  TIr.  Burgwwn,  on  the  same  day,  assures  the  Com- 
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inittee  tkat  there  is  some  misapprelionsioii  in  regard  to  the 
matter;,  ‘^as  surely  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  I intend  any 
insult  to  a set  of  gentleinen  for  Vvdioni  I htive  individually  a 
high  respeetd^  He  proceeds  to  assure  them  at  the  time  of 
the  inquiry  he  did  not  know  the  quantity  that  lie  had  and 
makes  some  reference  to  tlie  fact  that  ‘ha  part  of  the  gun 
])owder  lielongs  to  kfrs.  Waddell.”  He  concludes  his  letter, 
**T  should  H extremely  sorry  to  act  in  any  respect  contrary 
to  the  true  interest  of  my  Country.”  Hr.  Harnett,  for  the 
committee,  assures  jMr.  Burgwyn  that  his  ansocer  is  satisfac- 
tory. A meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders  is  declared  to 
he  necessary  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  any  advantage 
being  taken  of  the  present  situation  of  the  Province,  avith 
^Vnierica  in  general  rating  goods  higher  than  they  were  for- 
merly sold  at.  Billiard  tables  and  dancing  in  puddic  houses 
vure  condemned  as  being  repugnant  to  the  resolves  of  the 
General  Conference.  The  price  of  salt  was  regulated  by  the 
Coinmittee. 

That  these  patriotic  gentlemen  wore  not  so  deeply  absorbed 
in  the  stirring  events  atTccTing  the  welfare  of  tlie  Province 
as  to  neglect  other  coucerns  of  tliis  life  is  sliown  by  an  an- 
nouncement in  the  ‘‘Gazette”  of  Pehruary  12th,  1775,  tliat 
'Air.  Ihiger  Moore,  of  Cape  Fear  was  married  to  Miss  Polly 
Hash  at  Pembroke,  the  seat  of  xVhner  Aaslu  Esq.”  It  is 
stated  that  ‘The  is  a most  amiable  young'  lady  vith  a hand- 
some fortune.” 

John  Harvey,  Moderator,  issues  his  proclamation  to  the 
respective  counties  and  towns  to  elect  delegates  to  represent 
them  in  a Convention  to  assemble  at  Hew  Bern  on  A])ril  3rd. 
He  gives  as  his  reason  for  this  that  ‘‘the  Assembly  stands 
prorogued  on  the  27tli  of  March.”  We  now  reach  a time 
when  the  struggles  of  more  than  a century  are  to  culminate, 
and  tlie  right  of  self  government  to  be  . finally  asserted  and 
maintained. 

On  April  2nd,  Goveraor  klartin  issued  a proclamation  re- 
citing that  in  consequence  of  the  adveiiisement  issued  and 
circulated  by  John  Haiwey,  Moderator,  sundry  persons  have 
been  elected  by  “a  small  number  of  free  holders”  to  meet  in 
Convention  in  the  town  of  Hew  Beni  on  this  day;  that  the 
meeting  of  the  said  convention  and  the  declared  purposes 
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thereof  will  be  bigbly  offensive  to  the  King  and  dishonorable 
to  tlie  Groneral  Assembly,  which  is  appointed  to  sit  at  this 
time  for  the  dispatch  of  public  business.”  He  tlierefore  ex- 
liorts  all  his  I\Iajesty’s  subjects  to  withdraw  them.selves  from 
the  same  and  to  desist  from  ail  such  illegal  proceedings.  A 
large  niuriHr  of  those  rdected  to  xhe  Convention  were  also 
members  of  the  Assembly.  The  temper  of  these  men  is 
shown  by  the  record  which  they  made.  It  reads  as  follows:. 
‘■’At  a g-eneral  meeting  of  the  delegates  in  this  Province  in 
Convention  at  Ae\v  Bern  tlie  3rd  day  of  April,  1775,  etc.” 
Then  follows  a list  of  the  delea’ates  present.  Whereupon 
John  Harvey  vras  unanimously  elected  Hoderator.  The  con- 
djict  of  Hooper,  Hewes  and  Caswell,  delegates  to  the  General 
Congress,  is  declared  “in  every  particular  Avorthy  of  the  trust 
imposed  in  them."  The  hloderator  returned  th.e  thanks  of 
the  Convenribn  to  the  delegates,  to  wldch  they  made  an  a|> 
propriate  anstver.  These  gentlemen  Avere  again,  appointed 
dtelegates  to  the  General  Congress.  To  this  ConAuntion  the 
borough  of  Wilmington  sent  Cornelius  Harnett,  the  county 
retaining  Col.  Ashe  and  Hr.  Hoo])or:  Orange  sent  Francis 
Xasli;  OnsloAv,  EdAvard  Sliarkey : BrunsAvick,  Parker  Quince. 
The  Convention  adjonrned  April  7th.  On  the  Itli  of  April 
the  Asscmblv  met  iii  XeAv  Bern.  John  Harvey  Avas  unaiii- 
rnonsly  elected  Speaker.  Tims  Avas  presented  the  very  sin- 
gular s’pectacle  of  a body  of  men  designated  by  tlie  GoAurnor 
as  a “Cabal”  and  as  an  “illegal  Assembly,"  and  the  same  men 
at  the  same  time  constituting  a. body  addressed  l>y  his  Excel- 
lency as  “Hr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly.” 
The  address  of  GoAurnor  Hartin  is  filled  with  demmeiation 
of  the  Cemvention.  The  House  in  its  ansAver  says:  “Ear  be 
it  from  U-S.  Sir,  cAun  to  preAunt  the  operations  of  the  Con- 
A’emion  now  held  in  A’ew  Beni,  or  to  agree  Avirh  your  Excel- 
lency in  bestoAving  upon  them  the  injurious  epithet  of  an  il- 
legal meeting.  They  are,  Sir.  the  respectable  representatives 
of  the  pe^aple,  appointed  for  a special  and  important  pur.pose.''^ 
I he  Assembly  concluded  this  important  commimicatioii  to 
the  GoA'ernor  Avith  an  expression  of  Avarm  attachment  and 
heartfelt  compassion  for  the  deplorable  state  of  the  toAvn  of 
Post  Am,  and  a declaration  of  a fixed  and  determined  purpose 
to  unite  Avith  the  other  colonies  in  their  effort  to  retain  and 
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hand  down  to  posterity  imim])aired  those  rights  and  liberties, 
which  as  British  subjects  tliey  possessed.  They  "highly  ap- 
prove’’ of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
the  choice  of  Hooper,  Hewes  and  Casvcell  as  delegates,  and 
exitressed  their  thanks  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  services. 
Thereupon,  as  Vv’e  niiglit  vrell  ex])ect  ‘This  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  w^as  pleased  to  dissolve  the  Assembly’’ : and  thus 
ended  the  last  Legislative  body  that  ever  sat  in  Xorth  Caro- 
lina under  British  rule. 

The  relations  between  Governor  hlartin  and  the  ])eople  be- 
came more  strained  every  day.  Charges  of  the  mc>st  serious 
character  Avere  made  ag'ainst  him.  The  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty practically  assumed  control  of  atfairs,  and  the  people  gave 
to  them  loyal  support.  Important  events  folioAved  each  other 
Avitli  great  rapidity.  The  Governor  moved  from  Xew  Bern 
to  Fort  Johnston.  From  here  he  was  drHen  by  Col.  Jolin 
Ashe  to  seek  safety  on  the  ''Cruizer.”  Ilis.  Excellency  issued 
his  proclamations  and  denunciations,  all  of  AAdiich  only  stimu- 
lated Ashe,  Harnett,  Howe  and  others  of  tlieir  associates  to 
further  promote  '“sedition  and  rebellion,”  until  he  declared 
that  '“they  staiid  foremost  among  the  patrons  of  revolt  and 
anarchy.” 

We  find  on  January  16th,  1775,  ‘“a  letter  from  the  people 
to  Governor  JLartin.”  The  language  of  the  letter  is  in  such 
striking  contrast  to  the  diplomatic  style  of  its  conelusion  as 
'“Your  Excellency’s  most  Obedient  and  Humble  Servants” 
that  it  has  the  tlavor  of  grim  humor.  It  is  evident  from  the 
langnage  of  the  proclamation  of  August  20ih,  that  Governor 
I^Iartin  was  of  the  opjinion  that  the  letter  was  written  by  ‘A 
certain  John  Ashe,  who  presumed  to  employ  the  most  respec- 
table name  of  the  peo]de  to  cover  his  own  flagitious  designs.” 
hlr.  Harnett,  Chainnan  of  the  Committee  for  Wilmington, 
on  July  27th,  called  a meeting  of  the  free-holders  of  the 
county  and  toAvn  to  elect  additional  deleg:ates  to  the  Com'en- 
tion  called  by  Z\Ir.  Samuel  Johnston  to  meet  at  HillsHro,  the 
20th  of  Augaist,  Archibald  Z\IaeLaine  was  elected  for  the 
town,  and  Vrilliam  Hooper,  Alexander  Lillington  and  James 
H<x)re  for  the  County  as  additional  delegates.  This  act  on 
tlie  part  of  the  people  called  forth  ^'a  fiery  ]>roclamation  of 
Governor  Martin.”  This  sulphurous  state  paper  foreAvarns 
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;n)(l  exhorts  all  ITis  ]\[ajesty’s  subjects  vrithin  the  Province 
to  forlvar  m, ‘iking  any  choice  of  delegates  to  rej)resent  them 
in  the  intended  Convention  at  Hillsl)0]‘o.  Xotwithstanding 
llie  exhortation  every  county  and  every  horouyli  in  the  Prov- 
ince sent  a Inrger'  ninnhc'r  of  delee/ates  to  this  Convention 
than  to  either  of  the  ones  held  at  New  Beni,  and  on  Augaist 
91st  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  delegates,  elected  by  the 
freeholders,  answered  tlie  roll  call ; ^‘within  forty-eight  hours 
after  their  organization,’’  a ‘‘test’’  solemnly  biniling  the  mem- 
bers under  the  sanction  of  virtue,  lionesty  and  sacred  love 
of  liberty  and  of  country  to  maintain  and  siqtport  all  and 
et'ery  of'  the  acts,  regulations,  and  resoliitioits  of  the  Conti- 
nental and  Provincial  Congresses  was  reported  and  unani- 
mously adopted,  every  one  of  the  one  hundred  and.  eiglity- 
four  delegates  signing  it.  Although,  a digression,  it  is  in- 
teresting to  mote  a record  made  by  those  wdio  came  after 
these  men  a century  later.  On  the  20th  of  Alay,  1861,  the 
Delegates  to  another  Cmivention  were  assembled  in  the 
City  of  Paleigh.  “’At  eight  o’clock,  as  agreed  upon,  in  oiten 
Convention  the  members  proceeded  to  affix  their  names  to  the 
ordinance  of  separation  and  one  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
whole  niiinher  provided  frjv  hy  the  Act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly came  forward  and  signed  the  instrument.”  In  this  Hills- 
boro Convention,  Erunswdek  ivas  re})resented  by  Alaurice 
Aloore ; A'ilmington,  by  Conielius  Harnett  and  Archibald 
AEacLaine;  Xew  Hanover,  by  George  Aloore,  Alexander  Lil- 
lington,  Samuel  Ashe,  ACilliam  Hooper,  James  Aloore,  and 
John  Ashe;  Brunswick  County,  by  Robert  Howe,  Parker 
Quince,  Rol>ert  Ellis  and  Roger  Aloore.  Samuel  Johnston 
W'as  there  from  Chowan;  James  Kenan  and  William  Dixon 
from  Duplin ; Ricliard  Caswell  from  Dobbs ; Henry  Irwin 
from  EdgecomH  ; Thomas  Person  and  John  Penn  from  Gran- 
ville ; Thojiias  Hart  from  Orange ; three  of  the  Harvey  name 
from  Perquimans:  Josepli  Hewes  from  Edentoii ; and  Aimer 
Hash  from  Xew  Bern. 

The  roll  call  of  this  Convention  calls  to  mind  many  of  the 
brightest  and  proudest  ]uages  in  tlie  history  of  this  dear  old 
Commonwealth.  It  was  in  session  twenty-days.  Its  work- 
for  organizing  the  Province  for  defense  ivas  important  and 
thorough.  As  indicating  the  temper  of  the  men  who  pro- 
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■posed  iu  we  find  that  they  ordered  the  proclamation  “'to  be 
bm-ned  by  the  eonmioii  hanoTiiaiL'’  ’ Tliey  decdared  that  the 
Governor  liad  “’absented  himselff'  They  organized  addi- 
tional Committees  of  Safety  in  the  counties  and  a central 
committee,  called  "A  Provincial  Conncif’  clothed  with  com- 
plete power.  Col.  Saunders  says,  ^'The  Xew  Government, 
with  arnple  porvers  and  a full  complement  of  officers,  thus 
spnmng  full  gTOwn,  as  it  were,  into  being,  moved  along  stead- 
ily and  did  its  work  regularly.'’ 

On  April  4th,  1776,  the  Provincial  Congress  met  at  Hali- 
fax. A Committee,  of  which  Cornelius  Harnett  was  Chair- 
man, was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  ‘‘the  usurpa- 
tions and  violations  attempted  and  committed  by  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  against  America.”  On 
Priday  morning  the  Commitee  reported  that  in  their  opinion 
the  House  should  enter  into  the  following  resolve : '‘That 

tlie  delegates  in  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress  be 
empowered  to  concur  with  the  delegates  in  djeclaring  indepen- 
dence and  forming  foreigri  alliances,  reserviiig  for  this  Colony 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  forming  a Constitution  and 
laws  for  tliis  Colony,  and  for  appointing  delegates  from  time 
to  time  to  meet  with  the  delegates  of  the  orlier  colonies  for 
such  purposes  as  sliall  hereafter  be  pointed  out,”  which  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted  ou  April  12th,  1776.  That 
which  was  done  on  this  day  i<  commemorated  by  the  words, 
“‘April  12th,  1776”  on  the  State  Plag. 

A Committee  Avas  appointed  of  which  2Ir.  Harnett  and 
2\[r.  Ashe  Avere  members,  to  prepare  a temporary  civil  consti- 
tution. Hr.  Hooper  Avas  later  added  to  the  committee.  In 
all  of  the  important  AA’ork  of  this  Convention  tlie  delegates 
from  the  Cape  Pear  Country  took  a leading  part.  In  a letter 
to  James  Iredell,  Samuel  Johnston  says.  “All  idea  of  forming 
a peimanent  government  Avas  laid  aside  at  this  time.  It  is 
noAv  prop'.sed  for  the  present  to  establish  a council  to  sit 
constantly.”  The  moA'einent  Avhich  had  its  beginning  in  the 
defiant  words  of  brave  John  Haiwey — “Then  the  people  aaHI 
call  one  (a  convention')  themselves” — liad  uoav  reached  a 
point  AApere  the  “political  genius  and  self  gOA'eniing  passion 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race”  recoguiized  the  necessity  for  a per- 
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inaiient  constitution.  Tbe  political  germ  had  now  reached  a 
state  of  development  where  it  must  organize. 

On  tlie  12th  day  of  hiovembeo*,  1776^  tlio  Congress  met  at 
Hixlifax.  Bninswich  had  there  Cornelius  Ilamett,  Archibald 
jMacLaine  and  others.  Kichard  Caswell  again  sat  for  Dobbs; 
Aew  Hanover  sent  John  and  Samuel  Ashe;  Onslow,  Edward 
Starkey.  The  tliree  Harveys  were  there  from  Perquimans  to 
complete  the  work  began  hy  their  patriotic  ancestor,  who  had 
passed  avv'ay  from  the  scenes  of  this  earth.  Parker  Quince 
sat  for  Brunsvvdck  County,  Hevres  for  Edenton,  Yv^illie  Jones 
for  Halifax,  and  William  Hooper  for  Wihningtoii.  Hichard 
Casvrell  w’-as  elected  President.  A Committee,  of  which  Gen- 
eral Ashe,  kir.  Samuel  Ashe  and  xkrchibald  klacLaine  were 
members,  v;as  appointed  to  ‘Tonn  and  lay  before  tlie  House 
a Bill  of  Rights  and  form  of  a constitution  for  the  government 
of  the  State.^'  Xote  the  change  of  teiTus  from  ‘WroHnee” 
to  State.'’  On  December  14th  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  de- 
bated ^‘paragraph  hy  paragraph”  and  passed  its  third  reading 
and  on  the  IStli  tlie  Constitntion  was  adopted  and  ordered  to 
he  engrossed.  Tiie  work  of  State  Building  was  completed 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights  rnng'Oiit  the  great  truth  “That  all  po- 
litical power  is  vested  in  and  derived  from  the  y)eople  solely.” 
The  Constitution  declares  that  “allegiance  and  protection  are 
in  their  nature  reciprocal  and  the  one  sliould  of  right  be  re- 
sumed vrhen  the  other  is  denied.” 

The  provisions  of  this  Constitntion  present  a striking  il- 
lustration of  the  truth  of  Edmund  Burke'T  remark,  “Jhat  the 
Englishman  in  his  reaching  forth  for  better  forms  of  political 
life  never  loses  sight  of  or  abandons  the  past,  hut  ever  seeks 
to  construct  his  new  institutions  upon  the  conseiwative  basis 
of  that  wdiich  he  finds  in  existence.”  Wliile  changing  the 
foundation  of  political  power  or  soverignty  from  the  Ring 
to  the  people,  tliey  carefully  retained  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  Constitntion,  especially  those  wdiich  the 
wisdom  of  the  ages  had  estabiislied  as  the  guarantees  of  life, 
lilx'rty  and  property.  The  Common  Law  Avhich  Englishman 
had  builded  was  preserved  as  the  basis  of  American  Juris- 
prudence. Trial  by  jury,  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  the 
Ereedom  of  the  Press,  the  Right  of  Alienation,  the  right  of 
the  people  through  their  representatives  to  levy  taxes,  etc., 
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was  carefully  guarded.  The  Cdiartcr  ^‘stili  subsists/’  but  \vas 
hereafter  to  have  for  its  basis  the  conseut  of  the  governed, 
and  not  the  grace  or  sovereign  will  of  any  king  or  petentate. 

It  recpiired  five  years  of  stii'fering  and  struggle  to  make 
good  the  ^\^ork  of  the  people  and  liavc  the  world  recognize 
that  Xortli  Carolina  was  a free,  sovereign  and  independent^ 
State.  Tlie  Colonists  had  ceased  to  be  subjects  and  had  be^ 
come  citizens.  I sometimes  think  tliat  we  do  not  clearly 
express  the  true  position  of  the  Colonial  leaders  when  we 
speak  of  their  “making  a revolution.”  ICas  it  not  rather  a 
Avar  for  tlie  preservation  of  chartered  rights  and  English 
liberties?  AVas  their  conduct  not  the  assertion  and  main- 
tenance of  rights  rather  than  a revolt  against  lawful  author- 
ity i This  certainly  Avas  ihc  vieAv  held  by  the  British  Whigs 
ill  regard  to  their  action,  and  it  aavis  from  this  point  of  viev^ 
that  C liathain,  Bnrke  and  Camden  defended  them  in  the 
British  Parliament.  To  this  day  their  descendants  haA~e 
fought  to  preserve  constitutional  rights — have  never  made  a 
reAmlution  or  rebellion. 

Tiie  conception  wliich  a people  Iiave  of  civil  and  religion 
liberty  established  and  protected  by  laAv  will  he  reflected^  in 
their  manners,  morals  and  mode  of  life.  Vrheri  law  is  the 
expression  of  the  virtuous  and  enlightened  sentiment  is  “Ilie 
State’s  collected  Avill,”  it  is  respected  and  obeyed.  This, 
begets  and  preserves  gentle  maimers,  domestic  virtues,  liigh 
ideals,  industry  and  frugality.  When  there  is  e(piality  of 
op].)nrtuniTy,  and  aipireciation  of  true  manhond  and  Avoman- 
hood,  honorable  toil  secures,  rather  than  forfeits,  respect. 
The  youth  are  stimulated  to  high  endeavor  and  laudable 
ambition. 

The  preamble  of  your  Constitution  declares  the  great  timth 
that  “History  sIioavs  that  the  remembrance  of  a Xation’s 
glory  in  the  past  stimulates  to  rational  gTeatness  in  the  fu- 
ture.” It  is,  therefore,  Avell  that  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Dames  of  America  has  been  founded,  that  the  descendants  of 
these  men  Avha  in  the  Colonial  period,  by  their  rGctitiide, 
courage  and  self-denial,  prepared  the  Avay  for  success  in  that 
struggle  Avbich  gained  for  the  country  its  liWrty  and  consti- 
tiitinn,  might  do  honor  to  tlie  Aurtiics  of  their  forefatliers  and 
encourage  iu  all  avIlo  come  under  their  inilnence  time  patriot- 
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ism,  built  on  the  kno\vledp,'e  of  self  sacrifice  and  heroism  of 
tiiose  men  of  tlie  Colonies  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
gi’oat  Xation. 

Tiie  inscription  on  tins  tablet  declares  that  the  deeds  of 
these  ••Heroes  and  patriots  of  die  lower  Cape  Fear  should 
not  pass  away  and  that  their  names  must  not  witlierd’  To 
the  end  that  this  declaration  be  made  good,  it  must  ever  be 
he]>t  in  mind  that  every  pri^dlege,  vdiicli  by  reason  of  tlieir 
self  sacrifice  and  heroism  you  enjoy,  impose  on  you  sacred 
duties.  Tliese  men  set  up  their  family  altars  in  peace  and 
happiness.  It  is  yours  to  preserve  tlicm  in  the  same  spirit; 
to  practice  in  the  new  conditions  under  which  you  live,  the 
same  virtues.  I'hat  ])eace  and  happiness,  religion  and  piety, 
may  dwell  among  ns,  we  must  ever  rernemlier  that  ^•pros-perity 
of  states’’  is  laid  in  pure  domestic  life,  in  commercial  integ- 
rity, in  his  standards  of  moral  worth  and  public  spirit,  in  sim- 
ple habits,  in  courage,  uprightness  and  a certain  sonndne.ss 
and  moderation  of  judguicnt  which  sjudngs  as  mncli  from 
character  as  from  intellect. 

These  cardinal  viruies  are  to  be  practiced  in  tlie  home,  in 
the  church,  and  in  all  walks  and  vocations  of  life.  In  the 
same  measure  as  we  find  them  in  the  home  and  in  the  church, 
we  may  expect  to  find  them  in  the  public  and  political  life 
of  the  people.  It  is  because  these  men  wlio  planted  tins 
Colony  and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  happy  State  so  well 
nnderstoenl  this,  tliat  they  builded  this  churcli  and  practiced 
these  ^'irtnes.  These  qualities  form  the  basis  of  tlie  life  and 
character  of  their  descendants.  It  is  yonrs  to  perpetuate 
their  virtue,  than  in  all  generations  the  same  happy  State, 
vrhich  they  bequeathed  to  you,  may  be  preserved  for  those  who 
come  after  you. 
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